
If you’re finding this document before reading my full, completed review, read my 
completely unbiased AffiliateU review first >>

These are the notes that I took while going through the entire AffiliateU course, 
video-by-video. I kept detailed notes the entire time, only a handful of which are 
copied in the review.

This gives you a “peek behind the curtain” into what I was thinking as I was 
preparing for this review. You’ll even see the concern I mentioned early on when I 
first began reviewing the product reflected in these notes.

They may seem a little scatterbrained at points, but for the most part it should all 
make sense. You’ll see the occasional “pro” or “con” pop up spontaneously 
because that’s the point in the course I encountered them and just wrote them 
down wherever I was in my notes.

I apologize if there are any typos - I just decided that I didn’t want all of this 
insight to go to waste - enjoy!

——————————

Thoughts on Intro: Explain that this is an expensive product, and PARTICULARLY 
when products are expensive, I don’t skimp on the details. Prepare them for a very long, 
in-depth review. 

Thoughts on Structure of the Review:

“This is a big course, so this is going to be a really unique review. Here’s how this is 
going to work:

I’m going to take you through the course section-by-section and share some of what 
Tim is teaching, talk a little bit about his strategies, and discuss how it compares to 
other training courses I’ve reviewed over the past 4 years. 

After discussing what’s IN each section, I’ll have a smaller section that relates this to 
your business if you were to purchase the product, and how why I think it sets you up 
for success. Make no mistake, this product sets its customers up for success 
significantly better than any other affiliate marketing training product I’ve ever 
reviewed. 

Think I’m just saying that for the $500 commission? Then cut me out and buy directly 
through this link (although I’d really appreciate it if you used my affiliate link instead, 
which would also qualify you for my bonuses). My website visitors’ success is #1 priority 
to me, and if you ever think I’m reviewing something positively JUST for the 
commission, feel free to cut me out of the middle. I want you to be successful more than 
I want to earn a quick buck off of you, although purchasing through my link in support of 
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my reviews is greatly appreciated. “

Orientation Section (~25 minutes)

Very welcoming, very clear instructions. Very laid-back, makes it clear what this course 
is all about and that there may be debate among different schools of thought. This is 
how Tim does it, how he’s always done it, and makes it clear that this is all about living 
the affiliate lifestyle. It will take hard work, dedication, and time, but this is a very 
welcoming and casual course and members are encouraged to ask ANY and all 
questions they have so that they’re more likely to succeed.

This section is also supplemented with a course syllabus where Tim lays out the 
methods, objectives, requirements, and more very clearly. The course has three main 
objectives, which Tim states very clearly:

1) Understand and master the art of connecting buyers with products and services they 
look for online
2) Create a website and persona that stands out as an authority on a topi or series of 
topics related to the subject matter you promote
3) Learn how to find new opportunities, build, and scale.

Tim also makes it clear that he wants a respectful environment in the Facebook group 
where members seek support. If you are not respectful, you will lose access to the 
Facebook group. Tim reemphasizes that there are no stupid questions, and all skills 
levels are encouraged to speak up and request the guidance they need.

Finally, Tim encourages members to post earnings reports (although it’s not mandatory) 
by having a bi-annual “honor roll” which qualifies members sharing their successes and 
earnings for prizes twice a year (trips, gift certificates, plugins and tools, etc.)

People could begin to worry in this section that they’ve just paid for a product with some 
really basic information, and begin to get nervous because they’re not getting anything 
“meaty” to feed their appetite. But be patient, because there’s a WATERFALL of 
information ahead.

Choosing Your Major Section (~100 minutes)

Tim recommends working with private affiliate programs (company manages the affiliate 
program themselves; you’ll get MUCH better support and they’ll know their products 
significantly better) over public affiliate programs, and lesser-known companies (lower 
hanging fruit) rather than larger, well-known brands because you’ll likely deal with less 
competition. He shows how to find private affiliate networks and shows multiple 
examples of private networks and affiliates that are promoting for them, as well as 
sharing some red flags when considering which affiliate programs to apply for.



Tim also walks students through public affiliate networks, some of the stats you should 
look out for, and compares some offers with you watching over his shoulder.He also 
shows you how to look at some keyword research to identify products that are more 
attractive and promising than others, and also talks about some exceptions to those 
“rules”. 

The overall goal of this lesson is to show students how to find attractive affiliate offers to 
promote. Tim also extends his help getting approved for these networks (which can 
sometimes be hard for new, aspiring affiliate marketers) because he has a personal 
relationship with people on all of the major networks.

Con: It’s distinctly possible that I feel this way because a lot of this is recap for me, 
but… At this point in the product, I felt like some of this training could have been 
planned better so that Tim didn’t spend so much time hitting some dead ends. It can be 
frustrating when a teacher is giving examples that lead nowhere. On one hand, it’s a 
nice “peek behind the curtain” that gives students a really excellent example of what 
they’re going to go through and gives a great idea of what to look out for. At the same 
time, it makes the training much longer than it could be if planned more efficiently.

Con: “Choosing Your Major” section should probably be rearranged in a way that it’s not 
so confusing for new affiliate marketers. I was a little overwhelmed and disheartened as 
I went through this section of the product, because I thought it was going to be a total 
deal breaker (even though the product initially looks like it has a lot of promise).

There are different schools of thought on which should come first: Your niche, or the 
affiliate offers you promote. The way the course is structured, it seems like Tim wants 
you to pick a niche first and THEN find offers. But the “Choosing a Major” section 
doesn’t reflect that. The videos aren’t in order of the actual process.

First you’re shown how to analyze offers on private vs. public networks, then you’re 
shown a video where Tim “Declares his Major” without much insight or advice on how to 
pick one for yourself - Tim just picks one and says it’s over. Then there’s a “Part 2” video 
lesson where he goes into a little more detail on how to do this for yourself, but not very 
much at all. The focus of these videos ultimately just ends up being more advice on how 
to find and pick affiliate offers for your niche - not actually how to choose a niche.

In the “Analyzing the Competition” lessons, Tim carries you through the research he’s 
doing for the niche he’s chosen (Things Men Buy). He goes to several competitor 
websites, which I like because it shows that you shouldn’t be afraid of a niche just 
because it has a lot of competition, and points out what their strengths and weaknesses 
are.

Tim also makes clear that SEO isn’t make or break for affiliate marketers, which is 
something a lot of us overlook. Are rankings helpful? Hell yes! But the ultimate goal is to 
get more eyeballs to your site than your competition, which can mean a lot of things and 
be accomplished a lot of different ways. Ultimately, if more people are viewing your site 



and enjoying your content, you’ll get more links and social signals, which means the 
SEO won’t be far behind.

Pro: Tim will blow your mind with how many real-world examples he gives. So many 
products don’t demonstrate real-world application. They tell you what to do and don’t 
give you any idea of what that looks like applied to your business. That’s not going to be 
a problem with Tim - the guy is very thorough and, although you might take a few trips 
“down the rabbit hole” with him, all of the details and real-world insight you get along the 
way will be worth it.

Final Thoughts on “Choosing Your Major” section: Tim teaches these materials 
differently than I’ve ever seen before. There’s no slideshow with bullets numbered 1-5 
that covers the entire process from start to finish.

Tim just dives in - he goes for it. The videos are totally unscripted and off-the-cuff which 
can be frustrating at times, but gives students a MUCH more accurate understanding of 
what their journey will look like. It’s not pretty - there will be a lot of dead ends and 
question marks as you research your niche and your competition.

Part of me hates that Tim doesn’t follow the form that I’ve always seen and used for my 
own followers. You find a niche, you research the competition, and then you look for 
affiliate offers. That’s not what Tim does at all.

In AffiliateU, Tim teaches students all about affiliate programs and which ones are best, 
then just kind of picks a niche without much instruction as to why (although it’s clearly 
something he’s interested in and passionate about - the main point he makes when 
talking about picking a niche), and then starts look at a bunch of competitors’ sites and 
showing their strengths and weaknesses.

I’m not 100% certain what the course is going to amount to at this point in the review. 
But Tim is SO confident as he’s going through this material, that all of the cons I’ve 
found up to this point may not matter at all if his approach and strategies taught in the 
rest of the course are on-point. 

Most of us research the hell out of our niche because we don’t want to see too much 
competition, but Tim clearly doesn’t care about competition. He picks his niche, looks at 
his competitors, and goes, “Alright. I can do this a hell of a lot better.” If he carries that 
through and gives an effective, replicable system in the rest of his training, AffiliateU 
should turn out very well.

The Library Section (~90 minutes)

“The Library” picks up talking about Tim’s go-to Wordpress plugins, so this course isn’t 
for total newbies. If you’re not familiar with Wordpress and don’t have the initiative to 
learn it yourself on YouTube or through Wordpress’ free lessons, AffiliateU isn’t your 
product.  You’ll want to have at least early-stage familiarity with Wordpress coming into 



this product, meaning you should know how to setup your site and work with all of 
Wordpress’ basic features (posts, pages, plugins, themes, widgets, etc.). As long as you 
have an understanding of the basics, you should be able to fill in the gaps here and 
there pretty easily as you encounter them.

With that being said, it’s not like Tim leaves you hanging on what you should do when 
building a site off of the AffiliateU training. He tells you all of the exact plugins you 
should install, guides you on how to install social icons, and all sorts of other tools/
features to implement on your site in order to see success.

Tim also talks to you a lot about putting yourself out there (or how to create an effective 
alias/pen name) and crafting a genuine persona that your website visitors can connect 
with. This spans from posting pictures so that people can see you and sharing some of 
your hobbies/interests so that people can feel a personal connection to you and your 
brand.

Final Thoughts on “The Library”: This section is full of “basics”, but not the basics 
you see in most internet marketing training products. Typically when I see basic 
information, it’s rehashed garbage that you can easily find online for free (how to create 
a YouTube account, how to find a product to promote on Clickbank, etc.). In AffiliateU, 
Tim’s basic information is setting an important foundation, but not just sharing a bunch 
of free crap you can find with a Google search.

These basics will play an essential role in making your brand appear legitimate, larger 
than it is, and credible. There are also a handful of hacks in this section to save you 
time and money when doing keyword research, hunting for stock images, etc.

Will advanced internet marketers find anything particularly impressive or eye-opening in 
“The Library”? Probably not. But there are a couple of hacks in here that I’ve never seen 
taught before, and if you’ve never made money online or are fairly new to this, a lot of 
this material is essential to your success and conversion rate but, surprisingly, 
something I’ve never seen focused on or emphasized in the four years I’ve been 
reviewing internet marketing products. 

Off-Campus Section (~70 minutes)

This entire section focuses on how to properly leverage YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, etc. to build your brand and, most importantly, get visitors to your website 
and attract new followers. When students make it to this point in the course, there’s a 
real craving for how you’re going to get traffic and visitors. You’ve learned a lot up to 
this point, but NONE of it really has to do with how your site will get traffic.

In the “Off-Campus” section of AffiliateU, Tim walks users through several strategies to 
start building a community around your brand.

Final Thoughts on “Off-Campus” Training: A lot of Tim’s methods for getting new 



followers piggyback on established brands and websites in your niche. Drop a blog 
comment here to get some traffic from that site, leave a YouTube comment there to get 
some cross-traffic, tweet a big brand about their latest product so that their users will 
find you and check out your site, etc. This is VERY different than the traditional traffic-
getting techniques we see in products like this (SEO, PPC, etc.) and is a nice change of 
pace if you’re sick of SEO/PPC or have tried it in the past and failed.

Advanced Classes Section (~210 minutes)

There’s huge range of topics covered here, but this is where the course gets serious 
and begins being worth the price tag. There’s a lot of good material in the course up to 
this point, but this is what will ultimately separate your business from a floundering 
accident to likely to succeed.

Here are some of the topics covered in these videos:

Why cost per acquisition (CPA) affiliate marketing should be implemented on your sites 
rather than ads, and how to implement it correctly in a way that converts visitors into 
commissions (rather than just linking to an affiliate offer and hoping the person converts, 
which is what most aspiring affiliate marketers do - that’s not good affiliate marketing).

Using Google Alerts to get new content, engage socially, and manage your reputation

How to use Google News to keep tabs on offers that you’re promoting as an affiliate, 
which you can use to identify promotions, inspire new content, etc.

Pro: Although I feel like Tim’s “Finding a Niche” training could use some more 
development, he does a better job than anyone I’ve ever seen when it comes to finding 
content ideas for your site when you feel stuck (something a lot of aspiring internet 
entrepreneurs face).

Features and plugins you can add to your site to increase user engagement which, 
eventually, will help get you more visitors

Using SEMRush to spy on your competitors, find the most popular content in your 
niche, find new products to promote, get content inspiration, track your rankings, etc.; 
basically, Tim shows you all of the best features of SEMRush, one of the best premium 
subscriptions in a lot of affiliate marketers’ toolchest

Important legal disclaimers on your website to be FTC compliant (VERY important as of 
a few years ago when the FTC passed legislation very specific to the affiliate marketing 
industry)

How to use rankings charts on your website to improve conversions and make more 
money



Using SelfGrowth.com to establish yourself as an expert in your niche, and more 
importantly, get more visitors and followers to your site

How to use holiday events and trends to get surges in traffic and sales; these methods 
also help your SEO thanks to interlinking

Using a specific Wordpress plugin to significantly improve your opt-in rates (complete 
with tutorial)

How to use seals of approval to become a top authority in your niche and, as a bonus, 
receive some SEO benefits and get free, highly targeted traffic

Creating and leveraging “welcome videos” on your site to boost your time on site which, 
in turn, will also boost engagement and search engine rankings

Using “proof of purchase” to boost credibility and earn visitors’ trust

How to identify and pick keywords that convert most often and will generate the most 
commissions; discussing “review” keywords and how to leverage them to generate 
sales

“Commission Hacking” by aligning yourself with other partners that will take care of 
different aspects of your business - for example, if you enjoy writing but hate video, you 
may partner with a couple of other people for 20% each to help with SEO and video so 
that you can focus exclusively on writing

Using “Commission Stacking” to get your competitors earning money for you (can’t go 
into much detail here as it’s pretty powerful and, although simple, something that I’ve 
never seen anyone else teach)

How to identify trends in your content, and making sure to properly optimize content you 
notice is trending

Pro: In this section of the course, I learned at least 10 things that I could implement to 
improve my own affiliate sites. When I’m learning things after being in this industry for 
10+ years, you know the product is well worth $1k.

“Persona Hacking” to build credibility and increase conversions on your affiliate sites

Verifying your brand with Google to improve rankings and site authority

How to use posts properly on your Wordpress affiliate sites; this increases your 
credibility, gives your readers more ground to connect with you on, and keeps your 
website fresh

Final Thoughts on “Advanced Classes”: I literally had to take a nap between 
finishing all of the advanced videos and writing this synopsis for the section. HOLY 



CRAP is there a ton of information stuffed into here. All of the other course was 
foundational and essential for getting many students “up to speed”, but this is where the 
course kicks into high gear and where things will begin to “click” for most students.

These videos, and the ones that Tim continues to add in the future, are what separates 
successful affiliate marketers from failures or people that try and try but never succeed. 
If you’re willing to bust your butt and go at this industry with all you have, these videos 
are where the majority of your success and income will ultimately come from. It’s 
important to note that you shouldn’t just skip to this section - everything leading up 
to this is important to cover FIRST even if you’re familiar with most of it.

If I can sit through it after being an affiliate marketer for 12 years, you can too. Pay 
attention and see if you can learn a thing or two, but seriously, this section is where the 
$1k price tag starts to make sense. Tim’s perspective from years as a successful 
affiliate really shines through here, and not only does he teach a lot of stuff that nobody 
else is teaching, but a lot of the insight he gives on topics you may be familiar with from 
other courses will make things “click” and fall into place for so many people I have 
discussions with day-to-day in this industry.

Pro: Tim makes VERY clear that screwing around with design early in your journey 
doesn’t do anything for your business. Focus on content during the early stages and 
worry about design later. Without visitors, the design doesn’t amount to anything 
anyways, no matter how perfect it is. It’s little nuggets like this that Tim drops 
(sometimes even in passing) that make this product so worth it, and show that 
Tim is a coach that walks the walk just as well as he talks the talk.

“General Education” Section (~20 minutes)

There’s not a whole lot of content in here, but it makes sense to have it in the course. 
I’m sure Tim will be adding to this part of AffiliateU in time, but as I’m reviewing it this 
contains a lot of helpful information for developing strong relationships with affiliate 
managers, the “perks” of being a top affiliate, insight to the lifestyle of an affiliate, and 
suggestions on what your day-to-day should look like when working on your affiliate 
business.

“Webinars” Section

I have no doubt that Tim will be adding to this section regularly - I believe he’s planning 
to have a new webinar about once per month. They’ll all be recorded and archived here, 
and in time will represent a great wealth of information, expansion on topics that Tim 
finds the students are needing more help with, guest speakers, and live Q&A with 
students. 



General Notes:

AffiliateU is incredibly different from all other affiliate marketing training products I’ve 
reviewed. Tim doesn’t present material in the way almost every publisher does these 
days - via PowerPoint and somewhat scripted videos.

Every new lesson is a new adventure that you’re setting out on with Tim. Although he 
may have done some general research beforehand, these videos are far from scripted 
and provide an accurate look into real-world affiliate marketing. This is what your 
journey will look like, not the clean, prepped-ahead-of-time lessons we’re all used to 
seeing. 

Tim just dives in, teaching through examples and case studies instead of PowerPoint 
slides. Everything is a crash course, which is equal parts refreshing and frustrating. 
You’re getting everything you’ve dreamed of in the sense of a course that shows 
example after example and uses nothing but these examples to teach. 

At the same time, it can be frustrating at times, because this teaching “path” doesn’t 
always go in order - you’ll bounce from point to point sometimes wondering what the 
hell you missed to fill the gap in-between. Odds are though, that Tim will get around to 
answering that lingering question as long as you stick with it, and you always have the 
Facebook group where you’re encouraged to ask any and all questions that you can’t 
find the answers to. If it’s in the training and you missed it, someone in the Facebook 
group will link you to it.

Tim seems virtually unfazed by competition at times, and that’s because his methods 
don’t rely on SEO rankings or traditional paid advertising like most products we’ve all 
seen. The methods Tim teaches in AffiliateU are built on creating a relatable, credible 
persona and crafting content that people can relate to (which WILL result in affiliate 
commissions in time). 

Grinding out all of this content will take a lot of time and hard work, but if you stick to the 
training, it should definitely yield results. And if it doesn’t in your particular case (for 
whatever reason), you’ll get Tim as a personal coach per his guarantee when you 
bought the product, and he’ll guide you to make sure you get on track and start 
producing affiliate commissions.

This product is intended for people that are looking to run broader sites. Most people 
think of a niche as something like “Men’s leather dress shoes” or “Best Toys for 
Dachshunds” - you’re not confined to that in AffiliateU. You can pick a broad interest of 
yours, and then basically create content on whatever topic you want (rather than writing 
about the same old thing over and over again). This gives you more freedom, promotes 
creativity, and makes your “daily grind” when trying to build an internet business feel 
much less like a grind.



It also gives you the potential to build a much larger “net” and an affiliate site that makes 
a considerable amount of money. A lot of niche sites that we’re taught to build max out 
at a few hundred dollars a month in income. With a broader niche at the core of your 
business, you’ll not only have more variety and be able to talk about more, but you’ll 
appeal to a much larger group of people and be able to get more followers, promote 
more products, and ultimately, make more affiliate commissions.

A day in the life of an AffiliateU student might look something like this: Record and 
upload a new video review for a product you just bought, write a brief article about the 
product and embed your YouTube review before publishing, then spend an hour or so 
bouncing from YouTube reviews and website reviews of the same product (or even 
forum discussions) leaving relevant comments that add to the conversation, but also call 
attention to your brand and give you a chance to pick off a few of their followers so that 
you continue building your own following. 

There’s no 12-18 month delay waiting for search engine rankings to catch up, and 
there’s no massive financial bleed because your PPC ads are getting clicked but 
nobody is converting. You’re just writing about and participating in discussions within a 
niche you enjoy researching and talking about. This makes the process feel more like a 
hobby and less like a day-to-day grind that you’re never going to see the end of.

Thoughts on Bonus: 

Double Tim’s guarantee - if users aren’t seeing results after following all of his training, 
they’ll also be able to reach me 1-on-1 to coach them and help guide them. This way 
they get not one but TWO experienced affiliate marketers bringing them up-to-speed on 
what they need to do to make their website profitable.

The “Finding a Niche” portion of the course is, frankly, lacking. If this product ultimately 
gets a positive review for its other training, you need to supplement the course with a 
“How to Find a Niche” bonus for followers that purchase through your link - they will 
need more guidance than Tim provides in the course.

Another really good bonus for buyers might be a recommended weekly schedule to 
follow. This could give them a more clear-cut expectation of what they should be aiming 
to do every week on their site. Activities would include making videos, researching 
competitors/trends, commenting on YouTube/Twitter/Authority sites, creating web 2.0s, 
etc. - Ha! Tim is two steps ahead of me and integrated this as a lesson in the 
“General Education” section of Affiliate University. 


